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TEACHING OF PEACE AND 
HAPPINESS 


By Dr. G. P. Malalasekera 
(Ambassador for Ceylon in the USSR) 


THE Buddha started his mission as 

Teacher with only five disciples. 
In his own lifetime his message had 
already spread throughout the Indian 
Sub-Continent. When, three cen- 
turies later, that most unique of 
Emperors, Asoka, who renounced 
his victories in order to serve 
mankind, became a follower of the 
Buddha his messengers took with 
them the Buddha’s teaching of 
Compassion and Enlightenment into 
most parts of the then civilized 
world. 

Today, more than 550 million 
men and women, more than one- 
fifth of the human race call them- 
selves Buddhists, i.e. those who 
accept the Buddha as their guide, his 
teaching as their way of life and 
those who have reached spiritual 
attainment by treading the path 
prescribed by the Buddha as their 
exemplars in whose footsteps they 
themselves strive to follow. 

There is hardly any country in the 
world now where groups of Bud- 
dhists are not to be found, some 
large, some small, and the six- 
coloured flag representing the six- 
coloured aura which emanates from 
the body of the Enlightened One 
has become the symbol of inter- 
national Buddhism. On the 
Vesak Day it would have been 
found flying in more than 70 coun- 
tries. 


HUMAN BEING 


The Buddha was a human being. 
He did not claim that he was either 
God or the son of God or that he 
was a Special messenger, prophet 
chosen by God, to deliver God’s 
message to the world. Above all, 
he was a seeker of Truth, of the 
reality that lies behind appearances. 
Having seen sorrow and misery, old 
age and death and unhappiness 
in its numerous forms rampant 
in the world from which there seems 


to be no escape, he set forth to find 
out why this should be so and to 
determine whether suffering and woe 
were inevitable. 

In this great search he was aided 
by the fact that throughout many 
lives in the past he had practised 
those cualities, called perfections, 
which would qualify him for such 
a supreme task. To him therefore 
the search was easier than for most 
others and after six years of the 
most intense efiort and exertion he 
discovered what he had sought. 

Hid first and most important dis- 
covery was that everything in the 
world, without any exception at all, 
is the result of causes, the discovery 
that nothing whatsoever happens 
except as the effect of preceding 
causes. The world and everything 
in it is a continuous process, pro- 
ducing effects which in their turn 
become causes themselves with re- 
sultant effects. 


A FORMULA 


This discovery he put in the shape 
of a formula. This being present, 
that comes to be; if this were not 
present, that will not come to be. 
Thus, poverty and unhappiness, 
war and hunger and disease are not 
due to the will of some God in 
heaven or to the curse of some 
devil but to causes which are, not 
difficult to discover. Remove the 
causes and the eflects will automati- 
cally disappear too. This is the law 
of the universe for all time, for all 
places. 

Similarly if happiness is to be 
attained the factors that promote 
happiness have to be discovered and 
these brought into being. To do 
this there is no need to depend on 
the favour of some superior power 
in some far distant sphere behind 
the stars and waiting for prayers. 

The causes both of sorrow and 
happiness are within our control; 
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we ourselves are masters of our fate, 
the makers of our destiny and 
therefore of the destiny of the world. 
The Buddha claimed no special 
credit for this discovery. Anybody 
else, too, if he is prepared to take 
the necessary trouble, can make the 
same discovery himself. 

He called himself ‘‘ The Thatha- 
gatha’’, one who has seen _ the 
Truth. His followers called him 
‘““The Buddha,” the Awakened or 
the Enlightened One, he who -has 
emerged from this sleep of ignorance 
into the sunlight of knowledge. 
Each one of us, men and women 
alike, can also become Buddhas, 
Awakened Ones. 


ENJOYED EQUALITY 


In Buddhist lands women have 
always enjoyed equality of oppor- 
tunity, though in the distribution 
of work they always chose to be 
home makers and mothers, leaving 
it to mento face the rough and 
tumble of life. In Buddhist parlance 
the woman as wife and mother is 
designated “friend” to whom we 
go both for counsel and for help in 
time of need. 

The second discovery made by the 
Buddha was the fact that suffering 
and unhappiness are not by any 
means inevitable, that there is no 
reason at all, by those who are 
subject to unhappiness, why they 
should continue to endure it in the 
belief that either it cannot be avoided 
or that suffering is good for our 
soul, purifying it and making it 
better fitted for union with God. 
Suffering, says the Buddha, is a 
disease and can therefore be cured 
completely. 

We often find that Buddhism is 
called the religion of pessimism. This 
is completely unjustified. The fun- 
damental teaching of Buddhism is 
based on four doctrines, called the 
Four Noble Truths and suffering is 
only one of them, but only one of 
four. It is the first truth. The 
Buddha wants us to recognise the 
fact that there is suffering in the 
world and in our own lives and a 
very great deal of it. 

It does not require much research 
to discover this fact. But, says the 
Buddha, this suffering is due to 
certain causes. This is the second 
Truth. There are two other Truths, 
the third of which says that there isa 
state of happiness in which suffering 
finds no place at all and the fourth 
declares the way in whichcthat 
most desirable goal can be reahed, 
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To say that the Buddha is a teacher 
of pessimism is to state but half the 
truth. 

The Buddha compares himself 
to a physician who recognizes the 
disease and diagnoses the cause 
but does not stop there. He pres- 
cribes a course of treatment and 
gives the patient a firm assurance of 
complete cure in which he will enjoy 
not only freedom from the disease 
which had worried him but also in 
addition a state of complete well- 
being in which no disease will ever 
assail him. 

But, warns the Buddha, all that 
the physician can do ts to prescribe 
the remedy; the patient must him- 
self follow the course of treatment. 
To sing praises of the physician or 
to put the prescription in a golden 
casket and carry it in procession 
will be of no use at all. To have the 
prescription made up and get some- 
one else to diink the medicine will 
certainly not efiect a cure. There 
is no other way out; the patient 
himself must make the necessary 
effort. 

The Buddha, however, gives us 
the assurance that the cure is un- 
failing and thereby promotes confi- 
dence and pleasurable anticipation. 
But it is this knowledge that the 
Buddha had discovered both the 
disease and its unfailing cure that 
enabled himself to describe himself 
as “*Sugatha,” the Happy One. 
Thus the Buddha has never been 
depicted as a “ man of sorrow.”’ 

Every representation of the Bud- 
dha, on wood or canvas, on metal 
or stone, always shows him with a 
smile of serene joy on his face be- 
cause he has found happiness for 
himself and discovered the path 
whereby others could win happiness 
for themselves. 

What, then, is the way to happi- 
ness ? It is the good life, the avoid- 
ance of evil, the pursuit of the good, 
the true and the beautiful, the 
cleansing of the heart, the cultivation 
of wisdom and enlightenment. What 
is evil ?— that which brings harm 
to oneself or to others or to both. 


SIMPLF QUESTIONS 


The Buddha puts before us a few 
simple questions to whicn he wants 
us to find the answers ourselves. Is 
greed evil? The answer must 
inevitably be yes. Then, says the 
Buddha, get rid of greed and avoid 
all things that promote greed. 
Similarly, is ill-will, anger, hatred, 
evil ? Is ignorance evil ? Prejudice 


and intolerance, pride and obsti- 
nacy ? There are three kinds of 
activities : those connected with the 
body, with speech and with the 
mind. Evil actions through all 
three media should be avoided. 

How can this be done? The 
best way, says the Buddha, is to 
keep watch over ourselves by deve- 
loping what he calls ‘* mindful- 
ness’’ by constant awareness, by 
never doing anything without due 
heed, without thinking clearly the 
full implications of our actions. 
This will enable us to avoid actions 
which are harmful and undesirable 
and which hinder us on the path to 
spiritual progress. 

In Buddhism there is no such 
thing as sin, meaning thereby the 
transgression of a law or tule laid 
down by God. In the Buddha’s 
Teaching evil is called ‘“‘ papa” 
which means a falling away, a 
deterioration from the good life. 


AIM OF GOOD LIFE 


The avoidance of evil, valuable 
as it 1s, is not enough. We must 
also actively cultivate and promote 
the good which if Buddhism is 
called “‘punya’ or “kusala.”’ 
‘* Punya ”’ means that which cleanses 
or purifies and “‘ kusala ”’ that which 
promotes skill and capability. Capa- 
bility for what ? For attaining per- 
fection. The aim of the good life 
therefore is perfection, a complete 
development of our personality, our 
body and speech, our head and 
heart. 

The body too should be looked 
after and developed because it is the 
instrument, the medium in which 
the good Jife is lived. The body, 
however, is only an instrument and 
should be regarded as such. It would 
be unprofitable to squander on it 
all our attention to the neglect of 
other aspects of our personality. 
The elimination of evil is facilitated 
by the practice of the opposite good 
qualities. 

Greed is bad : it can be removed 
by the cultivation of generosity and 
renunciation, and unselfishness. IIl- 
will and anger are bad. In their 
place one should promote kindness 
and sympathy ; the desire to be of 
service and so on. False and harsh 
speech is bad ; one should therefore 
develop the habit of speaking only 
words that are true and beneficial, 
words that promote harmony and 
peace, words that are pleasant to 
hear and worthy of being treasured 
in one’s heart. 
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These practices should be assidu- 
ously followed without revision till 
they become one’s nature; till one 
becomes incapable of doing wrong; 
till one distinctively does only the 
right thing. Just as it would never 
occur to a cultured person that he 
might steal something which belongs 
to another, so the developed man 
becomes incapable of a wrong 
action. In him the roots of evil have 
been completely cut off and will 
never arise, like a palm-tree cut off 
at the root. 


ULTIMATE GOAL 


Thisis the result of stern discipline, 
constant watcnfulness in following 
an “awareness.” These are all 
means to an end, the ultimate goal 
being Enlightenm ent, or “‘ Bodhi” 
which has been defined as the know- 
ledge of things as they are. The 
man or woman who has achieved th’s 
ultimate understanding has deve- 
loped to perfection the twin quali- 
ties of wisdom and compassion. 
Both are equally impor:ant because 
the one without the other is apt to 
produce a state of imbalance and the 
supreme character of Enlightenment 
is equanimity, the ability to see the 
truth witha steady eye, unwavering, 
unfettered either by happiness or by 
sorrow. 

Compassion is defined as sym- 
pathy with those who suffer and the 
desire to help them on in their 
search for happiness in whatever 
way one can. It is compassion not 
for human beings but for all that 
lives and breathes, here in this world 
and in all other systems, beginning 
with those dear and near to us and 
then extending in ever-increasing 
measure till it ultimately encom- 
passes with its range the whole 
universe. 

The attainment of equanimity 
comes when the mind is fully deve- 
loped. The mind here includes the 
‘qualities of both head and beart. 
This is achieved in part by the 
accumulation of knowledge, by the 
pursuit of those arts and sciences 
which widen and deepen the mind, 
such as literature and music, dance 
and drama, painting and sculpture. 

In the Buddhist way of :ife there 
are no frontiers to knowledge. As 
a result, we find that in tands where 
the Teaching of the Buddha pre- 
vailed, culture blossomed forth in 
infinite variety, adding to human 
happiness and human dignity. 

Knowledge gives strength to the 
man but it is meditation which gives 
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it power and effectiveness, the ability 
to direct it and focuss it so chat in 
the mind so concentrated the truth 
is revealed before you undefiled like 
pebbles that lie on the bed of a 
limpid crystal-clear pool of water. 
The stronger the mind the gteater 
its ability to penetrate the vale 
which normally hides the truth that 
lies behind the appearance. 

This, very briefly stated, is the 
Noble Path which constitutes the 
way of life prescribed by the Buddha. 
He wants us to test its efficacy for 
ourselves for ke says that nothing 
should be accepted on mere faith, 


not even his own Teaching. He 
described that Teaching as “ ehi- 
passika ’> — ““come-and-see  dcc- 
Cine -- ig doctrine which ifivites 


investigation. It is the doctrine 
which enjoins upon us to seek happi- 
ness not in some future life after 
death but in this very life. 

He assures us that the highest 
happiness can be found here. and 
now if we are prepared to put forth 
the necessary efiort. 

[tis this Teaching and the Tedehet 
vw bo first promulgated it to the world 
that we honour. It is a Teaching 
of Peace and therefore of happiness 
bevause without Peace, both within 
and without, there can be no real 
happiness. May mankind be ins- 
pired to follow it. May the world 
find in it a sonition of its problems. 
(Speech delivered in Moscow on the 
occasion of the celebration of Vesak 
on May 11). 


New Vihara 


«¢THE lease of the London Bud- 

dhist Vihara premises was 
nearing its close and their endeavour 
was to start building a Vihara here 
in London. In fact the p:oje>t was 
already afoot and they hcpe! for 
support from other countries not 
only religiously but also financial- 
ly,’ said Mr. Gunasena de Soyza, 
High Commissioner for Ceylon in 
the United Kingdom, at a meeting 
at the Vihara. 

In England he added, Buddhism 
had taken a hold and to a certain 
extent was increasing, so if they were 
successful in carrying out their pro- 
ject for founding a Vihara on 
proper lines in London, they would 
be able to give the people of this 
country an opportunity of learning 
more about Buddhism. 

The Ven. H. Saddhatissa, incum- 
bent of the Vihara, said that although 
this Vihara was established under 
the trusteeship of a few philanthropic 
Sinhalese Buddhists in response to 
the growing interest in Buddhism 
in the West, it was not solely for 
Sinhalese, but was a Vihara or an 
international Buddhist centre for 
all Buddhists and others who were 
interested in Buddhism. 

The Vihara enjoyed the support of 
European Buddhists as well as 
those from India, Nepal, Burma, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, 
Malaya, China and Japan. Bud- 
dhists of every nationality came 
there to satisfy their religious needs. 

“T honestly feel that we have 
filled a definite need in this country, 
in fact, it is a proud privilege for 
me to mention that the work of the 
Vihara daily becomes more useful 


for London 


and all augurs well for the future. 

“Because of this, Mr. Gunasena 
de Soya, one of the most sincere 
supporters of our work, mentioned 
that our trustees have decided: to 
build a new Vihara on a suitable 
site in London. The success of this 
noble project will depend, however, 
on the funds available for the pur- 
pose from Buddhist countries,’ he 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Ceylon Govern- 
ment will receive financial support 
from the Burmese and Thai Govern- 
ments for the new London Buddhist 
Vihara. 

The present Vihara in London is 
frequented by Buddhists of all 
races. It is in recognition of the 
services of this Vihara that  ofiers 
of support have been made. 


SECOND VIHARA 


A second Buddhist Vihara in the 
United Kingdom is exrected to be 
opened in Salisbury by the Wiltshire 
Buddhist Society late this year. 

So far the library and the shrine 
room are ready and the official 
opening of these was performed by 
the Ven. H. Saddhatissa Thera, 
incumbent of the London Vihara. 

He said: ‘‘ Although the shrine 
room is ready, it will not be a 
proper Vihara until a bhikkhu is in 
residence. The society is hoping to 
be able to afford to keep one by 
the end of this year.”’ 

Cey on’s gift to the new vihara in 
Salisbury isa marble image of the 
Buddha. The image was presented by 
the Ven. Sadhatissa on behalf of the 
London Vihare’s trustees in Ceylon. 
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WORK OF THE PALI TEXT 
SOCIETY 


M'ss I. B. HORNER, president 

of the Pali Text Society, 
states in the course of her report 
for 1959 that in spite of the vicissi- 
tudes that have overtaken some 
of its main customer-countries, the 
Pali Text Society was fortunate in 
having another successful year ; 
sales were maintained, some new 
buyers found, and there were several 
welcome donations. Two reprints 
were issued, but no new volumes 
were ready for publication. 


New Reprints Issued : 


1. Pali-English Dictionary, slightly cor- 
rected, all eight parts bound in cloth 
in one volume and with consecutive 
pagination ; priced at the old price 
of £6.10.0 for the complete work. 

2. Khuddakapatha and its Commentary 
(Pali), ed. by Helmer Smith in 1915 
and now priced at £1.5.0 the copy. 

New Works in Preparation 


1. Mohavicchedani, already referred to in 
recent reports, has now reached the 
stage of revises, and we hope publi- 
cation will be possible in 1960. 

2. Tika on Milindapanha, undertaken by 
Dr. P. S. Jaini, from a shortish MS. 
in Cambodian characters belonging 
to the Royal Danish Library, the 
authorities of which kindly supplied 
a photographic copy. This is a 
slightly disappointing work as only 
a few words in the first three Books 
of the Milinda are commented on, 
and the last part repeats almost 
verbatim a number of Jatakas. These 
will not be printed, but references 
given to Fausboll and all important 
variant readings recorded. Dr. Jaini 
is already planning to edit something 
more for the Pali Text Society. 

3. Translation of Khuddakapatha and its 
Commentary, for the  Translatior 
Series, and referred to in the report 
for 1958. These works will be entitled 
“The Minor Readings” and ‘‘ The 
Illustrator’ respectively: they will 
be bound in one volume. The first 
proofs are completed and we are 
waiting for the revises. The translator, 
the Ven. Nanamoli Thera of Ceylon, 
has now sent for publication a trans- 
lation of the Nertippakarana, to be 
entitled The Guide. 


Reprints in Preparation : 


1. Anguttara Nikaya, vol. 1, re-set and 
corrected, has presented many diffi- 
culties, and we are grateful to Dr. A. K. 
Warder and the Ven. Nyanaporika 
Thera of Ceylon for the great help they 
have given. This book is now with 
the printers, as is vol. VI, the Index 
volume, which is being reproduced 
photostatically. 

2. All six volumes of the Samyutta 
Nikaya, are now with the printers for 
photographic reproduction, with as 
many corrections of misprints as 
were possible to insert into the text 

3, Majiima Nikaya, vols. I and III, went 
out of print during the year, and are 


to be reprinted together with vol, 
IV, the Index volume. 

4. Dictionary of Pali Proper Names, 
2 vols., by G. P. Malalasekera, 1937, 
1938, originally published in the 
Indian Texts Series. Copyright per- 
mission for the reprint was obtained 
from the Governments of Pakistan 
and India in which the copyright 
became jointly vested in 1947. We 
look forward to brisk sales, and 
hope that the total price for the two 
volumes will not greatly exceed £6.10.0. 

5. Concordance—We now have hopes 
that Mr. K. R. Norman, of Cambridge, 
will find the time to complete volume 
Il, left unfinished at Mr. Hare’s 
death. There is a steady demand for 
the Concordance, and many inquiries 
for more Parts, so it is most desirable 
that these should be prepared as 
quickly as is consistent with reliable 
work. 


Our wonderful supporters, the 
A. B. Gomes Trust, Colombo, sent 
two donations during the year, 
the one of £354.11.6 and the other 
of £345.5.0 for financing the costs 
of the reprints of The Expcsitor, 
vols. I, Il, which were published 
in 1958. The Society has now 
enjoyed invaluable assistance from 
the resources of this Trust for 
several years, and many more trans- 
lations have been put back into 
circulation than would have been 
possible otherwise. 

Our valued Swedish donor has 
this year sent the record sum of 
£36, more than double the amount 
he sent last year, and we g atefully 
acknowledge his continued interest 
in the Society and its work. 

There was also the very welcome 
and encouraging donation of £30 to 
the Concordance Fund from Herr 
Theodor Scheel, and we thank him 
warmly for his generous and helpful 

ift. 

: The Council met on April 2, and 
did me the honour, which I greatly 
appreciate, of electing me as Presi- 
dent, in succession to the late Dr. W. 
F. Stede, and as Hon. Treasurer, so 
that I am in the position of still 
being able to deal with the day-to- 
day financial side of the work. 

Dr. A. K. Warder was elected as 
Hon. Secretary, an election that will 
remove from my shoulders some of 
the increasing amount of work. 

The following additions to the 
Council were also made : Professor 
J. Brough of the S.O.A.S., Professor 
H. Hendriksen of Copenhagen, Mr. 
K. R. Norman of Cambridge, and 
Dr. D. L. Snellgrove of the S.0.A.S. 
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Brahmin’s Verses in Praise of the Buddha 


Translated by Amarasiri Weeraratne 
(Ceylon) 


_ _SRI Ramachandra Bharati was a Bengali Brahmin of profound scholarship, nobility 
of mind, and purity of character. He was attracted towards the teachings of the Buddha 
and came over to Ceylon to study the pure Buddha Dhamma as is preseived in the Theta- 
vada. He pursued his studies at the Vijayabahu Pirivena which was Ceylon’s foremost seat 
of learning during the reign of King Parakrama Bahu VI of Kotte (AC 1412-1467). 


The following verses are translaiions from his Sanskiit work Bhakti Sataka (A Century 
of Buddha hymns). This work was held in great veneration in Ceylon and is still prescrited 
as a text book for higher studies in Sanskrit. A Sinhalese pararhiase for this was written 
by Ven. Mangala Thera, chief pupil of Totagamuve Rahula Maha Thera. 


Whose words are free from error, he the all-knowing one, 
In whom there is not the least of hate and lust, 

Who nescience has dispelled, whose gains are manifold, 
In compassion who confers bliss on countless beings, 

That Blessed One let’s adore, whoever he may be 
Whether he’s the Buddha or the Isvara-God. 


Isvara and Vishnu are not the wise man’s foes, 
Even Brahma and Indra are not his adversaries. 
The teacher, Buddha, is not bound by kinsmanship 
As a father or such household tie, 

Of these whoever is free from greed and error 
The wise should seek and scrupulously serve, 
Exercising intelligence and discrimination. 


The Creator Brahma is steeped in nescience, 
Vishnu, the Preseryr, is enwrapt in illusion, 
Siva, the Destroyer, is infatuated and amorous, 
Amorously he hugs the consort Parvati, 

The Blessed Buddha has dispelled all nescience 
All illusion and lust he has rooted out, 

To gain emancipation from Samsara’s suffering 
My brothers whom do ye seek, choose wisely and speak. 
I seek not thy refuge for the sake of gain, 

Nor fear of thee, nor for the love of fame, 

Not as thou hailest from the solar race 

Nor for the sake of gaining knowledge vast, 

But drawn by the power of thy boundless love 
And thy all embracing peerless ken, 

The vast Sansara’s sea safe to cross, 

I bend low, O Lord, and become thy devotee. 


From birth to birth may I have steadfast faith 
In the Buddha, dispeller of nescience’s gloom, 
And Sansaric fear, may I have likewise faith 
In the Dhamma forever my guiding Law, 
From birth to birth may I have steadfast faith 
In the Sangha, the supreme merit field. 


Worship thou my head, the Buddha’s supreme form, 
Hear thou my ear his ambrosial norm, 

Behold thou my eye the Buddha image sweet 

Kiss thou my nose the Master’s lotus-feet, 

Sing thou my tongue Buddha-hymns in praise 

In offerings to the Lord myself my hand do raise, 
Walk thou my feet to the Buddha’s holy shrine 
Reflect thou my mind on the Buddha virtues fine. 
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Thou art my parent, brother, and sister 
And my constant friend in disaster 

My kinsman and the teacher of the way, 
Thou art my wealth and my tresueres gay 
Thou art my glory, nay to me my life, 
Thou art my all, Lord omniscience-rife. 


Away from thee my mind does turn 
To pleasures of sense as does yearn 
A faithless wife to her paramour, 

The man who’s slave to fivefold sense, 
Will fall away from Nirvana, hence 
What may I do thou Master-Sage ? 
Grant me the boon to be thy page 
And strength of mind to me, O Lord, 
To adhere completely to thy word. 


Lord neck-deep submerged I lie 

In the sea of thy boundless love 

Thy perfect knowledge and passionlessness 

To divert my faith to another creed, 

Will be an impossible feat. 

Though a heretic king may impose his fine, 
Though pagan scholars may laugh to scorn 
Though kinsman discard and abandon me 

My father, Buddha, without thee I shall-not live. 


For refuge I go to the Buddha, foremost of passionless beings, 
For refuge I go to the Dhamma, foremost of immaculate laws, 
For refuge I go to the Sangha, foremost of holy orders, 

For refuge I go thrice to the threefold Jewels. 


Whate’er the paths thy feet have trod 
Where’ er the place that thou didst live, 
Where’ er thou sat in absorption wrapt 

A hundred fold I worship the holy ground. 


Thou cherished and supreme among men, 
World-honoured dispeller of rebirths’ fear, 
Thou unrivalled one in perfection, 

Be thou my refuge and protector. 

Fain would I be a servitor, 

Even to those who are thy slaves. 


Before thy lotus feet I bow, 
Alone thy holy feet I adore, 
Alone at thy feet my homage is, 
Thy feet alone are gods to me. 


Infinite is the sky, infinite is the number of beings, 
Infinite are the worlds in the vast universe 

Infinite in wisdom the Buddha teaches these 
Infinite are the virtues of him who teaches these. 
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Letters to the Edito? 


~ JAPANESE 


BUDDHIST 


MONKS 


PROFESSOR Shuyu Konaoka’s 

article on Buddhism in your 
Vesak Annual prompts one to in- 
quire whether Japanese monks, 
although they may be Buddhists, 
can properly be styled monks or 
bhikkhus. 

In all religions celibacy is the 
essence of monkhood. If Japanese 
Buddhist monks are allowed to 
marry and procreate, how can 
they regard themselves as monks ? 
In what does their monkhood con- 
sist 2? Fot the Vestal Virgins of 
ancient Rome, for the hieroi and 
hierai of the Greeks, for the Christian 
monks and nuns of all sects East 
and West, for the old Egyptian 
Temple priests and for any dedi- 
cated to the service of a temple of 
God, celibacy has always been a 
rigid rule. 

A few months ago a young 
Japanese monk came to Sarnath 
on pilgrimage. He was attired in the 
yellow robes, having been given 
them in Burma where he had gone 
to study Hinayana Buddhism, and 
I had an opportunity for a long 
talk with him on this very subject. 


He was in his early twenties and 
still single but he said that when 
he got back to his temple at Kyoto: 
he would be expected to marty. 
Marriage is not merely allowed, it is 
encouraged. And the reason he 
gave is that there may be an ade- 
quate supply of women in the 
Temple to perform the household 
duties and so relieve the monks of 
this task! 

I questioned him about the posi- 
tion in regard to the Parajjika 
offence of abrahmacariya and he 
told me that it was interpreted to 
mean only adultery or licentious 
intercourse. Pressing him further 
as to why then there was a difierence 
in the wording for monks and for 
laymen in the Precepts, the laymen 
trying to adhere to kamesu miccha- 
cara instead, he became silent and 
when I tactlessly went on to point 
out that the very reason given for 
the making of intercourse of what- 
ever sort a Parajjika offence’ in the 
beginning, was because a monk 
spent a night with his wife after he 
had been ordained, in a perfectly 
legal and moral act in itself, the 


silence was maintained and he 
left shortly afterwards. 

There are many texts open to 
variations of interpretations, but 
by no stretch of the imagination can 
the one referring to the ban on in- 
tercourse be. Both to the Buddha 
and in nearly every religion and 
according to the Dictionary, a 
married monk is a contradiction in 
terms. In what does their world 
renunciation consist ? That they 
try to keep the Precepts ? But so 
do laymen. And they start by 
breaking two without reserve. Ad- 
mittedly the second, that of handling 
money, is also broken by monsk 
everywhere but they do not then 
automatically cease to be monks 
by the Buddha’s own ruling in 
consequence. 

How then are these Japanese 
“monks’ to be regarded ? Surely 
there is an analogy in Protestant 
Christendom ? There a distinction 
is drawn between the monk and the 
clergyman. The clergyman lives 
a householder’s life and may marry 
and yet he also performs religious 
duties and looks after the people 
of his parish in their spiritual needs. 

The monk, on the other hand, 
renounces the household life and 
all its delights, including women 
and spends his time in prayer and 
meditation and formal religious 
observances, unless he belongs to a 
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working order when he may have 
other duties also, in no way de- 
tracting, however, from these. 

The parallel btween Japanese so- 
called monks and Protestant clergy- 
men is close, with the exception 
that the Temple is their home ins- 
tead of an ordinary house. Therefore, 
they should cease to be referred to as 
monks and be called Buddhist 
priests, although such an idea is 
entirely alien to the Buddha’s Teach- 
ing, since he instituted no puja, no 
temple worship. 

Once they are recognised as, 
priests and not as bhikkus they can 
be accorded all the civility of their 
position and they can doubtless do 
good service to their country in 
such a walk of life. But to refer to 
them as monks and to. admit them 
‘to the yellow robes if married 


discredits the idea of Buddhist 
monks as a whole in the eyes of the 
world that knows little of 
Buddhism. 
Jivaka, 
(Kashmir). 
REPAIR OF SPITUK 
MONASTERY 
SITUATED near the air-strip 


of Leh in Ladakh, close to the 
right bank of the Indus and about 
four miles to the west of the town, 
the Spituk Gonpa stands in solitary 
grandeur at the western extremity 
of the broad level plain that separates 
it from the town. 

This well-known Gonpa_ was 
founded about a thousand years ago. 
the event having been foretold by 
the famous Pandit Daachombo 
Nimakungpa (Surya Arhat) of India 
who visited Kashmir and Ladakh 
sometime before the foundation of 
the monastery and predicted a 
glorious future for it. 

In the beginning, the Gonpa 
naturally followed the pattern com- 
mon among the monasteries of 
Tibet but when the great Tibetan 
reformer Lobzang Takpa Chong- 
khapa founded the Yellow Sect in 
Tibet, this monastery fell under the 
spell of his reform movement and 
transformed itself into a Yellow 
Sect (Gelukspa) Gonpa. 

After this transformation the 
Gonpa made great strides in all 
directions, attracting lamas (bhik- 
shus) of deep erudition and high 
spiritt<] status and commarding 
the unreserved homage and _ re- 
verence of the people and the 
rulers of the then independent La- 
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dakh. Impressed by the deeply 
spiritual atmosphere of the 
Gonpa and the highly disciplined 
lives of its monks (lamas) 
one of these rulers made a gift of an 
extensive area of land to the monas- 
tery and provided all possible facili- 
ties for the lamas to move about 
on their preaching peregrinations. 

The people vied with the rulers in 
making generous gifts of lands and 
offerings in cash and kind to the 
monastery which to them was a 
symbol of the sublime teaching of 
Lord Buddha and of their highest 
spiritual aspirations. 

The Gonpa fell a victim to the 
ravages of war during the invasion 
of Ladakh by Zorawar Singh. It was 
subjected to enormous material 
damage and for a considerable 
interval of time it was unable to 
recover from the effects of that 
devastating blow. It no longer 
formed a centre of attraction for 
Lamas reputed for their learning, 
saintly character and the manage- 
ment of its affairs fell into incom- 
petent hands. 

The Gonpa presented a de- 
serted look. Its ancient glory seemed 
to have departed for good. 

It was not until one of the sixteen 
enlightened disciples (Nastan Chhu- 
took) of Lord Buddha incarnated 
in Zangle about 70 years ago as the 
first Kushok of Spituk with the 
title of Bakula that the Gonpa 
began to show signs of revival. 

After receiving his education at 
first in Ladakh and subsequently 
in Tibet under renowned masters, 
this Head Lama of the monastery 
set about resolving the mess in which 
the affairs of the Gonpa then were. 
He repaired the building, reinstalled 
the images, systematiaed the finances 
and organised the lamas _ into 
an efficient body of zealous and 
disciplined spiritual crusaders. 

The buildings are again in need 
of urgent repairs and some portions 
of these have to be completely 
reconstructed. In fact, repair work 
has actually been going on for the 
last two years under the directions 
and superintendence of the present 
Kushok Bakula who is deeply con- 
cerned not only about putting the 
buildings of the monastery in proper 
shape, but is also anxious to intro- 
duce reforms in its working and 
administration so as to bring these 
in line with modern conditions, a 
number of important measures 
having already been carried into 
eflect towards this end, 


The estimated cost of the contem- 
plated repair and construction work 
approximates to Rs, 500,000 and 
this appeal for funds is addressed 
to all those patriotic and large- 
hearted persons who are interested 
in the preservation and propagation 
of the Buddha Dharma, India’s 
glorious -heritage and who, I feel 
confident, will come forward with 
generous donations to share the 
great merit of keeping the torch 
of the Dharma alight in this remote 
outpost of the Indian Union, 

Remittances may kindly be ad- 
dressed to the signatory to this 
appeal. 

Kushok Bakula, 
(Head Lama of Ladakh and 
State Minister for Ladakh 
Affairs, Jammu and Kashmir 
Government, Srinagar). 


AN EXAMPLE TO 
OTHERS 


jt is my painful duty to express 

my grief on account of the 
deaths of Soma Maha Thera and 
Gnanamoli Thera. They were two 
of the most useful Buddhists of 
this age, as they spent much time 
in translation of Buddhist Scriptures 
for the enlightenment of the people 
of the world. Acting thus, as Lord 
Buddha himself, what more could 
they do for mankind? They 
deserve their rest. 

I am one of the fortunate ones 
who possess a copy of Visuddhi 
Magga the Path of Purity, which 
must have been a stupendous work, 
requiring much fortitude and painful 
labor at times. I have made a 
note of the death of these great 
Theras on the title page of the 
great book which I prize above all 
others in my library. 

When other Buddhist workers 
and translators become weary, may 
it be that they take an example 
from these Theras. 

Rey. Leslie Lowe. 
(Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.) 


BUDDHISM IN 


GREAT BRITAIN 
READ an article in the Ceylon 
Daily News Vesak Annual from the 

pen of Ven. Saddhatissa of the 
Buddhist Vihara in London, that 
Buddhism is gaining ground in Great 
Britain. 

Apart from the Buddhist Society 
in London there are societies and 
groups in Oxford, Cambridge, Man- 
chester, Leeds, Birmingham, and 
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Southampton. He appeals for gifts of 
books from Buddhists for distri- 
bution among these societies. 

There are ample stocks of books 
with booksellers in Colombo. These 
booksellers will be glad to despatch 
these on payment of price and 
postage. I sent some books of 
the Bauddha Sahitya Sabha to the 
Oxford Buddhist Society sometime 
ago and they have been gratefully 
acknowledged. 

I hope Buddhists will respond 
to this appeal generously and ex- 
peditiously. 

. A. B. Cooray 
(Colombo, Ceylon). 


DHAMMADUTAS OF 
EKAYANA 


We are pleased, and surprised too, 
after reading the brief report 
in your April issue calling us Ma- 
hayana Miuissioners in Indonesia. 
We are just Dharmadutas of the 
Ekayana movement, for we are 
trying to bea non-sectarian group. 
We have issued our declration as 
follows: 

We believe, that Buddhisim 
is _a religion of reality, Science 
and reason, that there is no 
sect which has an authority 
above the others; 


Interested in Philosophy ? 
then you must read 


ABHIDHAMMA 
Buddhist Metaphysics 


Rs. 5-00 


Here is the cream of the Buddhist Thought 
expounded for the first time in simple yet 


that all sects are part of the 
complete whole; 

that Buddhism disposed of all 
soil and superstition, is the only 
true religion proclaimed by 
Lord Buddha; 

that the only true Buddhism 
must be non-sectarian and not 
to be trifled with childish non- 
sense. 

As you know, the Buddhists in 
Indonesia are of different groups and 
sects. such as the Sravastivadins, 
the Tantric-Ka Mahayanikams, 
the Chinese Mahayana and the 
Theravadins. The former three 
groups are more degenerated and 
influenced by Silabat-Paramesa. So 
our first task is to clear the way for 
the true Dhamma. 


Pannananda Indra Dewa Radja, 
(Surabaja Indonesia) 


THE DALAI LAMA’S 
CASE 
S the Dalai Lama’s case one 


of religious or of national- 
political interest ? 

The Dalai Lama’s flight from 
Lhasa to Mussoorie ‘has created 
a great deal of concern to the 
Buddhist world, but far greater 
is the concern for the non-Buddhists. 
We Buddhists are aware of this. 


It would be good if His Highness 
the Dalai Lama publish a written 
defence of his flight from Lhasa so 
that we Buddhists could have a 
right understanding and clear judg- 
ment whether his flight is of reli-. 
gious or of national-political interest. 

Buddhism must not become an 
object to be tossed in the cold war 
of the great powers. 


Tan Khik Liang 
(Semarang, Indonesia. 


DEATH OF BUDDHIST 
LEADER 


THE death was reported from 

Chittagong in East Pakistan, 
of Mr. Phani Bhusan Barua, presi- 
dent of the Pakistan Buddhist 
Association. 

A meeting of the Buddhists of 
Dacca was held on July 4 to condole 
the death of Mr. Barua who was 
a former member of the Pakistan 
Constituent Assembly. 

The meeting paid tributes to 
Mr. Barua for his contribution in 
promoting the political, social and 
cultural life of the Buddhists of 
Pakistan. 

The meeting by a resolution 
conveyed its condolence to the 
members of the family of Mr. 
Barua, 
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Notes of the Month 


BUDDHISM CAN FLOURISH 
IN SOVIET RUSSIA 


BUDDHISM can flourish in 
Soviet Russia if only Buddhist 
monks go there to propagate the 
doctrines of the Buddha, said the 
well-known Nepalese Buddhist 
monk, Ven. Amritananda Thera. 

The Ven. Amritananda Thera is the 
president of the Nepalese Buddhist 
Association. He said during a 
visit to Rangoon that he had visited 
the Soviet Union to find, to his 
regret, that Buddhism was not very 
well understocd by the Soviet people. 

The Ven. Amritananda Thera has 
been touring countries where Bud- 
dhism flourishes and he expressed 
satisfaction with what he had seen 

There are some 75,000 Buddhists 
in the Soviet Union, according 
to Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, former 
president of the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists and now Ceylon 
Ambassador in the USSR. 

Buddhism comes to the Soviet 
Union from Tibet, he said, and 
their monks are also known as 
lamas, as in Tibet, rather than 
bhikkhus as in other Buddhist 
countries. 

“There are many lamas in the 
Soviet Union and many active 
institutions ’’, says Dr. Malalasekera 
““and it may be said with justice 
that in this country Buddhism is a 
living force.” 


BUDDHIST ACTIVITY 
IN CHINA 


Buddhism remains of continuing 
importance in China since the re- 
volution. This statement has been 
made by Dr.G. P. Malalasekera after 
a recent visit to China. 

He states that before he went 
there he was told that religious 
practices as a whole were frowned 
upon, that the activities of religious 
institutions were being greatly cur- 
tailed, if not entirely suppressed, and 
that monks were forbidden to carry 
on their work. 

During his visit at the invitation 
of the Buddhist Association of 
Peking he was given every facility 
to visit many parts of China, includ- 
ing Shanghai, Nanking, Suchu, 
Hanchow and Peking. 


“At an institution called the 
Buddhist Academy,”’ he states, “I 
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found that Tibetan, Chinese, Japa- 
nese, Sansxrit and Paliwerealltaught, 
that the study of Buddhist scriptures 
and the training of monks and nuns 
were going forward.” 


SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
BHIKKHUS 


The Buddhist Advisory Council 
of Ceylon has recommended to the 
Minister of Cultural Afiairs a scheme 
for the mutual exchange of visits 
between bhikkhus from Ceylon, 
Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Japan 
and Vietnam. 

According to the exchange scheme, 
it would be possible for five bhikkhus 
from Ceylon to reside in these five 
Buddhist countries and study Bud- 
dhism as practised in them. 

The scholarship grant should en- 
able the bhikkhus to study for two 
years and translate Buddhist texts 
in these countries into Sinhalese. 

The bhikkhus from the five Bud- 
dhist countiries, the Advisory Com- 
mittee states, could do research in 
Ceylon and translate local Buddhist 
texts into their languages. 


CEYLON ELECTION AND 
THE BUDDHISTS 


At the forthcoming general elec- 
in Ceylon, all Buddhists should 
vote for a party that would serve the 
interests of the Buddhists, said the 
Ven. H. Gunasihe, principal of 
a Buddhist school at Ratnapura. 

He said at a public meeting: 
**T will not tell the Buddhists that 
they must vote for this party or 
that. But I would ask them to 
ensure that they vote in a party 
which would take over the 
Government- assisted schoois.” 

The Catholics, he said, were 
against the take over by Govern- 
ment of assisted schools because 
the present system of education 
helped them to spread Catholicism. 


BOOKS ON BUDDHISM 
PRESENTED 


Gifts of books on Buddhism were 
presented to the Maharaja of 
Bhutan by the leader of the Indian 
Parliamentary delegation, Dr. Ram 
Subhas Singh, during the delega- 


tion’s tour of this Himalayan king- 
dom recently. 

The gifts were made on behaif 
of the Government of India. 


RUINS OF BUDDHIST 
CENTRE FOUND 


Ruins of a Buddhist centre have 
been found by the Archaeological 
Officer of the Gal Oya Board in 
south Ceylon. 

The ruins are on a rock. The 
indications are that there were two 
dagobas, an image house and an 
oval-shaped mandapa besides a 
pond and other buildings. 

The oval-shaped mandapa is said 
to be unique. All the buildings 
show signs of damage by ireasure- 
seekers. 


DIAMOND SUTRA 
GIETED 


The Buddha’s Universal Church 
in San Francisco, United States, 
recently received a gift of eight 
scrolls of the Diamond Sutra 
from a devout scholar in Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

The scrolls, done in exquisite 
Chinese caligraphy, are the work 
of Chen Meng-li, a statistician in 
Taiwan. 

The 500 who gathered to see the 
presentation included Buddhists, 
Christians and Jews who had contri- 
buted money, materials and labour 
to the Buddha’s Universal Church 
over the past few years. 


BUDDHIST VIHARA FOR 
DELHI 


A Buddhist Vihara at a cost of 
Rs. 120,000 will be constructed in 
Delhi, India, by the Buddhist Asso- 
ciation of Ladakh. 

The Government of India has 
secured a plot of land for the pro- 
posed Vihara and a rest house on the 
banks of the Jumna river. It has also 
sanctioned Rs. 109,000 for the 
construction of the rest house 
building. 

The rest house, when completed, 
will provide accommodation to 
Ladakhi Buddhists visiting Delhi. 


MORE STATE AID FOR .. 
RELIGION 


The Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
Mr. Dudley Senanayake, announced 
last month at Anuradhapura that 
the Government had accepted the 
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principle to give more State aid 
in future for religious affairs. 

He also announced that the Goy- 
ernment had decided to convert the 
Grand Hotel at Anuradhapura into 
a rest room for Buddhist monks who 
visited the sacred Buddhist city of 
Anuradhapura. 

Mr. Senanayake said there was a 
great religious revival in Ceylon 
today. It was to help this great 
revival that the Government planned 
to give its help to religious affairs. 


RESTORATION OF 
SACRED CITY 


The restoration of the sacred 
Buddhist city of Anuradhapura in 
Ceylon will be completed within the 
next two years, according to the 
Government Agent of the Province, 
Mr. Nissanka Wieratina. 

Thke Prime Minister, Mr. Dudley 
Senanayake, met the Government 
Agent and officials of the Board 
appointed for the purpose, and had 
talks with them about the progress 
made on the project. 

He assured the Board that the 
Government would help to complete 
the work within the scheduled period. 

Tne shifting of business premises, 
hotels and other buildings from the 
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sacred city to the new city, has 
not been completed. 

All Government buildings includ- 
ing the kachcheri, the post office, 
the hospital, the police station and 
others, have already been shifted to 
the new city and the old buildings 
have been demolished. 

In the course of demolition, 
ancient Buddhist pillars etc. have 
been discovered. Demolition squads 
are now digging up for new finds. 


MUSEUM OPENED 1N 
SACRED CITY 


Declaring open the new archaeo- 
logical museum in the sacred city of 
Anuradhapura last month, the Prime 
Minister of Ceylon, Mr. Dudley 
Senanayake, said : ‘‘ We as a nation 
are much attached to our past 
monuments. Places like Anuradha- 
pura remind us of the ancient civili- 
sation that was Ceylon.” 

Mr. Senanayake added that the 
world had developed and advanced 
almost in every sphere, but they 
saw today two major factions in 
the world and everyone was in 
fear that the werld was on the brink 
of a major war. 

““In spite of that we could look 
back on the ancient monuments of 
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our civilisation and be satisfied 
that the Buddha Dhamma is pre- 
served even today,”’ he said. 


FACILITIES FOR 
BUDDHISTS 


The Central Executive of the 
Republican Party of India has 
congratulated the Government of 
Maharashtra on its decision to 
extend to the Buddhists in the 
State, cducational, economic and 
other facilities including reservations 
in Government service. 

A resolution adopted by the 
Executive said that by adopting this 
policy, the Government of Maha- 
rashtra had given the lead to other 
States in India in this respect. 

At the conclusion of a three-day 
session, the Executive urged the 
Maharashtra Government to im- 
plement this policy immediately. 


ANCIENT BUDDHIST 
TOWN 


Archaeological remains of a size- 
able ancient Buddhist town have 
been discovered near Shanwala on 
the Jampur-Dajal road in the Dera 
Ghazi Khan district, Pakistan. 

A mound known as Sallu Rai Da 
Ther contained valuable relics of the 


Telephone: 91621 


WORLD BUDDHISM, JULY 1960 


Buddhist period including coins, 
stones, images and ancient earthen- 
ware. 

An area of about 25 miles is said 
to have been occupied by the re- 
mains of the nameless ancient town. 
Wherever the upper layer of earth, 
which is used by the inhabitants of 
nearby villages as manure, has been 
removed, outlines of houses, streets, 
bazaars and wells have emerged. An 
image of the Buddha is among 
the discoveries. 

The Divisional Administrationhas 
asked the Archaeological Depart- 
ment to begin excavations in the 
area. Meanwhile, the District Ad- 
ministration has prohibited the re- 
moval of earth from the locality. 

It is reported that the plaster used 
on the mud brick walls is of peculiar 
sand. It is said to be mainly com- 
posed of sand particles which have, 
by an unknown process, acquired 
sufficient adhesion to remain intact 
for centuries. 


SAFFRON ROBES IN 
WASHINGTON 


Early this year two Buddhist 
monks from Laos joined nearly 
20,000 other students from the 
Far East to study at colleges and 
universities in the United States. 

When Maha Hongsa Chantha- 
vong and Maha Phimphone Sakda- 
vong completed English language 
training at the American University 
in Washington, D.C. they entered 
the main college to study religion 
and philosophy, says Free Werild. 

Like most of the students from 
all over the world, their course is 
sponsored by the Institute of Inter- 
national Education of the United 
States Department of State. 


BUDDHIST LECTURES 
IN LONDON 


The illness of Dr. Edward Conze 
‘has prevented him from completing 
his course of twelve lectures on 
Buddhism at the City Literary 
Institute, London. He had left for 
Switzerland to get a much needed 
rest. 

Mrs. Muriel Bobins, Editor of 
The Middle Way, stepped into the 
breach and gave the remaining 
eleven talks. She proved an able 
substitute. 

Mrs. Robins has also been asked 
to continue this course for next year, 
but with an extension of another 
term, according to The Middle Way. 
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Thus the Autumn term will begin 
at the end of next September and 
the Spring term continue until the 
end of March 196!. The latter 
term will be devoted to Buddhist 
Art and Buddhist Literature out- 
side the Scriptures. 


CHINESE TRIPITAKA 
INSTITUTE 


The Chinese Tripitaka Institute, 
which was established by the Ven. 
Pei-Sant three years ago, held two 
ceremonies simultaneously for its 
First Gradation and Second Com- 
mencement in Shapoo Temple, 
Taipei, Taiwan. 

The ceremony was presided over 
by Ven. Pei-Sant, Dean of the 
Institute. 

The students were told that to bea 
faithful Buddhist practice and com- 
prehension were of great importance. 
The Institute received praise as 
the best Buddhist training organi- 
sation in the province. 


NEW VIHARA IN 
KALUTARA 


On a hill opposite the ancient 
Bo Tree at Kalutara, about 
30 miles south of Colombo, where 
400 years ago the ancient Ganga- 
tilleke Vihara stood, and which was 
destroyed by the Portuguese in the 
middle of the 15th century, a found- 
ation stone was laid for a new 
Vihara. 

Mr. H. H. Basnayake, Chief 
Justice, who is the chairman of the 
Kalutara Bodhi Trust, laid the 
foundation stone while monks 
chanted pirith. 

Mr. Basnayake said that once 
more a place of worship would be 
provided on the ancient site. It was 
a sign of Buddhist awakening in 
the country. He hoped that the 
Buddhists would help to complete 
this Rs. 1,000,000 scheme. 


CONVICTS DO WELL 
IN ABHIDHAMMA 


Of over 80 prisoners at the Weli- 
kada jail in Colombo, who sat for 
examinations in Abhidhamma, 66 
have passed, 28 of them with 
honours. 

Abhidamma classes are conducted 
in the jail by a group of teachers 
from the Sucharitodaya Daham 
Pathasala or the Buddhist Philo- 
sophical Society. 

At the prize distribution held 
in the jail, Dr. W. F. Jayasuriya said 


that originally the classes were 
held to test the effect of Abhi- 
dhamma in changing the mental 
attitude of the prisoners. 

Dr. Jayasuriya suggested that 
“* respectable remissions of jail terms 
to those who have long terms of 
senence and to those showing 
proficiency ’’ should be granted. 


BUDDHIST EXHIBITION 


IN TOKYO 
_ An exhibition of Buddhist paint- 
ings by the Ven. Mapalagama 


Wipulasara Thera of Ceylon, was 
held last month in Tokyo, Japan. 

The exhibition, the first by a 
Ceylonese artist to be held in Japan, 
was declared open by Prince Mikasa. 

The exhibition was sponsored 
by the Buddha Worshippers Asso- 
ciation in Japan and supported by 
the Embassy of Ceylon in Japan 
and a number of other Buddhist 
and cultural associations. 


CLAIMANT TO PANCHEN 
LAMASHIP 


One of the three claimants to the 
Panchen Lamaship of Tibet is said 
to have escaped from a Chinese 
concentration camp in Lhasa and 
crossed over to Bhutan. He is 
likely to seek asylum in India. 

Among the three claimants, the 
Chinese recognised their protege 
from Amdo, while the Tibetan 
Government, particularly its eccle- 
siastical hierarchy favoured the one 
at Drepung monastery. 

One of the claimants tried to 
escape to India a few years ago, 
but was captured near the Indian 
border. 


ANCIENT BUDDHIST 
TEMPLE FOUND 


Officials in Thailand have dis- 
covered a Buddhist temple, 1,300 
years old, deep in the jungle near 
the Cambodian border. 

The temple is believed to have been 
built about 600 AC by the mighty 
Khmer kings who ruled what now 
is Cambodia. If so, it would have 
predated by some five centuries the 
magnificent ruins of the lost city 
of Angkor in Cambodia. 

Mr. Dhanit Yubho, Director 
General of the Fine Arts Depart- 
ment in Thailand, said that images 
and statues from the ruins had been 
shipped abroad for sale. He said 
the temple was found by the autho- 
rities tracing persons who had been 
selling art objects. 
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Mr. Yubho said that the stone 
walls of the building were inscribed 
in Sanskrit writing. 


HAWAIL BUDDHIST 
COUNCIL 


A Buddhist Lay Co-ordinating 
Committee has been formed in 
Hawaii with the object of promoting 
fellowship and communication 
among all Buddhists in the State 
and to assist the Hawaii Buddhist 
Council in its various activities. 

Since the organisation of the 
Committee the members have helped 
in numerous activities of the Hawaii 
Buddhist Council. 

‘Although the organisation is 
but five months old,” says The 
Hawaii Buddhism, ‘‘they have done 
a wonderful job to the best of their 
ability.” 


BUDDHISM REPRESSED 
IN TIBET 


Buddhism has been repressed in 
Tibet. The Communist Chinese 
authorities in Tibet do not permit 
adherence to the principles of 
Buddhism. 

This is the opinion of a nine- 


International Committee of Jurists 
to examine the events in Tibet in 
relation to International Law and 
the Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Committee which has just 
completed its inquiry has come to 
the conclusion that attempts had 
been made to “insulate”? Tibetan 
children from Buddhist influences 
by forcibly removing them from 
religious schools to schools run by 
the Communist Occupation Govern- 
ment. 

The Committee also says 
that the Chinese had, systematically 
set out to eradicate Buddhism from 
Tibet. In pursuit of this aim they 
had killed religious figures. 


ADVISORY COUNCIL 
FOR PIRIVENAS 


The Permanent Secretary to the 
Minister of Education, Ceylon, has 
suggested that since the Government, 
the laymen and the Pirivena «temple 
school) teachers looked at the pro- 
blems of Pirivena education from 
different angles, there should be a 
Pirivena Advisory Council to guide 
its future progress. 

He said the Buddhists did not 
have a central organisation like 


Buddhist monks were obstructed 
in its development there should be 
such an organisation to serve the 
needs of the monks. 


RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR 
BUDDHIST ART 


At a public meeting held at Talan- 
gama, near Colombo, it was de- 
cided to establish an institute for 
research into Buddhist Art in Asia 
and to appoint a special body to 
direct activities. 

The aim of the Institute is to 
conduct research, publish results 
of research in the form of books and 
pamphlets, and conduct public ex- 
hibitions-and lectures. 


VEN. NARADA MAHA THERA 
WAS ILL 


The Ven. Narada Maha Thera 
of Ceylon was seriously ill in Viet- 
nam where he is on a Buddhist 
mission. He was suffering from an 
attack of typhoid 

But thanks to the excellent at- 
tention he received from his doctor 
and his devout dayakayas, he has 
now completely recovered. 

The Theravada Biddhist Asso- 


member committee appointed by the other religions and as the ciation of Vietnam has invited him 
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to spend this Vassana too in Saigon. 
Since his arrival in Saigon there has 
been a Buddhist revival in Vietnam 
and a greater unity prevails among 
all Buddhists there. He went to 
Saigon in July last year. 


INCORPORATION OF 
NIKAYAS IN CEYLON 


Mr. Dudley Senanayake, Prime 
Minister of Ceylon, recently invited 
the views and opinions of the Maha 
Nayaka Theras on the question of 
incorporating the various Nikayas 
or sects of Buddhist monks in the 
Island. 

The Ramanna Nikaya has, there- 
fore, decided to register all members 
of its sect under the Government’s 
registration scheme. 

At a meeting of the Sangha 
Sabha of the nikaya, presided over 
by the Ven. Hisselle Sri Gnanodaya 
Maha Nayaka Thera, it was decided 
that the Ramanna Nikaya should 
accede to the Government’s request. 
The meeting discussed a letter sent 
in this connection to the Nikaya 
by the Prime Minister. 

Ven. Sri Ananda Nayaka Thera, 
secretary of the Ramanna Nikaya, 
said that the Prime Minister’s sug- 
gestion that all bhikkhus of every 
nikaya should be registered, would 
help to weed out those who 
did not observe the rules of Vina- 
ya. He said that would be a boon 
to the country and the Sasana. 


MOVE OPPOSED 


But at a meeting of the Ceylon 
Buddhist Propaganda Committee 
held at Ratnapura in central Ceylon, 
presided over by the Ven. Henpita- 
gedera Gnanasiha Thera, Mr. C. D. 
S. Siriwardene, a member of the 
Buddhist Commission, said that 
the proposed incorporation of the 
Nikayas by the Government 
__ threatened the foundations of Bud- 
dhism. 

A memorandum enclosing the 
rules and regulations of the pro- 
posed Incorporation Bill was being 
circularised among the heads of the 
Nikayas, he said. 

It was evident that one of the 
clauses embodied in the Billexpressed 
the view that all temple properties 
were to be managed and protected 
by the head of the Nikaya and the 
Sangha Sabha to which the 
property belonged. 

That was indentical with giving 
legal sanctity to Buddhist monks 
to deal in business and business 
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management, which went against 
the Vinaya rules, said Mr. Siriwar- 
dene. 


Ven. Henpitagedera Gnanasihe 
Dhiewawws atidethat tie tre- 
commendations of the Buddhist 


Commission should be implemented 
at once. Otherwise Buddhism and 
the Sangha would deteriorate beyond 
repair. 

Meanwhile, the Ven. K. Panna- 
sekera Maha Nayaka Thera, the 
chairman of the Sasana Commis- 
sion, wants the Commission’s 
recommendations immediately im- 
plemented instead of incorporating 
the various nikayas into separate 
institutions. 

The Maha Nayaka Thera will 
discuss this question with the Prime 
Minister. The Siam Nikaya and 
the Amarapura Nikaya are also 
to discuss the matter. 


CONDUCT CODE FOR 
MONKS 


The Malwatte and Asgiriya Chap- 
ters of Buddhist monks in Ceylon 
have taken steps to formulate a 
Code of Conduct with a view to 
protect the dignity of the Sangha 
and at the same time maintain 
discipline. 

The Chapters have appointed a 
special committee of five monks to 
prepare the draft Code which would 
be submitted to the Chapters for 
further consideration. 

The specisl committee will study 
the previous Codes of Conduct 
before making its recommendations 
on the draft Code. It was pointed 
out that steps had been taken to 
formulate a Code of Conduct as it 
was necessary to protect the Sangha. 

The Chapters discussed the ques- 
tion of incorporating the Nikayas 
or sects and the consensus of 
opinion was against incorporation. 


LANKATILLAKA VIHARA 
IN DANGER 


Lankatilaka Vihara, the famous 
14th century masterpiece of me- 
diaeval Sinhalese architecture in 
Ceylon, built over 630 years ago, is 
said to be on the verge of collapse. 

The incumbent of the temple, the 
Ven. Amunugama Vipassi Anu- 
nayaka Thera, says that despite 
representations made by him, no- 
thing has been done so far to pre- 
serve the Vihara from destruction. 

The arch which supports the main 


roof of the building is said to be” 


crumbling. The plaster is falling 
off the walls and the ancient frescoes 
on them are being gradually des+ 
troyed. 

The buildings of the Wanawasa 
Purana Raja Maha Vihara at Wa- 
namandawa in the Katugampola 
Hatpattu in Ceylon which is an 
ancient rock temple are also said to 
be in a dilapidated condition, 

This ancient rock temple built by 
King Walgamba is regarded as a 
holy place where Ven. Wanavasa 
Tissa Maha Thera is supposed to 
have lived and attained Arahathood. 


BURMA’S DAZZLING 
PAGODA 


An air of supernatural mystery 
seems to hover around the famous 
Kyaik-Hti-Yo or the Great Hill 
Pagoda in Burma, All Burmese 
consider it one of the wonders of the 
world, says Free World. 

Inaccessible except by foot, the 
Kyaik-Hti-Yo is built on a huge 
round rock painted a_ dazzling 
golden colour. With a circum- 
ference of about 50 feet, the cir- 
cular rock—foundation of the 
Pagoda — barely touches the solid 
rock base on which it rests. The 
rock shakes if one gives it a push 
but does not lose its balance. 

Burmese Buddhists who revere 
the Kyaik-Hti-Yo hope to visit it 
at least once in their lifetime. They 
believe that anyone who _ pays 
homage to the famous pagoda will 
be blessed with wealth, success and 
happiness. 

Kyaik-Hti-Yo was erected by a 
devoted Burmese hermit several 
centuries ago. The site chosen 
is on the summit of one of the 
Tenessarim hills, about 75 miles 
north-east of Rangoon. 


PRESSING NEEDS OF 
BUDDHISTS 


Leading members of the Advisory 
Council of the All-Ceylon Buddhist 
Congress discussed as to whether 
the pressing needs of the Buddhists 
of Ceylon should once again be 
made known to the Buddhist public 
in view of the general election on 
July 20. 

After discussing the matter at 
some length, the majority of the 
members of the Advisory Council 
expressed the opinion that it was 
inadvisable to take such a step at 
the present juncture, but to place 
all the needs of the Buddhists before 
whatever government that came into 
power, 
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Rally of Ceylon Buddhist 
Students 


ELEGATES of 2,500 member 
unions of the All-Ceylon 
Buddhist Students Federation met 
at the third anniversary celebrations 
of the Federation last month at the 
Royal Primary School premises in 
Colombo. 

There are nearly 380,000 members 
of the Federation and branch or- 
ganisations have been established 
in several places in the Island. 

A a public meeting held on the 
occasion, Mr. H. Jinadasa, Perma- 
nent Secretary to the Ministry of 
Education, presided. 

He said : ‘* Certain sections in this 
country believed, until recently, 
that the Buddhists were a miserable 
and cowardly lot who could not 
do anything properly. 

It is a happy augury that the 
Buddhists, of late, have awoken 
themselves with a view to regaining 
their rightful place. But this awaken- 
ing has caused a certain amount 
of heart-burning for some people.” 

He warned Buddhist students that 
other religionists were employing 
daughters of Mara to bait them. 


“We have no objection to anyone 
embracing any other religion,’ Mr. 
Jinadasa said. “It will not be a 
loss to us if such persons leave us. 
But the attempts to employ women 
like the daughters of Mara for this 
purpose should be ridiculed. These 
are activities of well-organised 
forces.s: é 

Mr. Jinadasa said that when the 
country was under foreign domina- 
tion it was difficult to organise a 
Buddhist society in a Government 
department. Now, however, the 
position was greatly changed. 

The Ven. Madihe Pannasiha Maha 
Nayaka Thera said that a system 
of education suitable for the Bud- 
dhists, who composed the bulk of 
the population, was essential. 

Referring to the unity that should 
be among Buddhist students, he 
said that a world leader could not 
land in Japan recently because of the 
unity of 35,000 Japanese students. 

Mr. M. W. Karunananda)\, Prin- 
cipal of Nalanda Vidyalaya, said 
the question whether the policies 
of this country should not be con- 


ducted according to Buddhist 
principles should be solved. 

The Federation adopted a resolu- 
tion recommending to the Depart- 
ment of Cultural Affairs to formu- 
late and implement a plan which 
would enable every Buddhist child 
in the country to grow up under 
the personal care and guidance of a 
religious adviser. 

Another resolution wanted a com- 
plete ban on the import and exhibi- 
tion of films depicting nudity implied 
or otherwise. Among the other 
resolutions passed were : 

This house appeals to Buddhist 
leaders to sponsor and promote a 
daily paper catering to national 
interests. This house apreals to 
all Buddhist institutions of this 
country to promote complete co- 
ordination of their activities and 
programme of work. 

This house feels that the daily 
papers presently in circulation 
in this country should make a 
genuine attempt at giving adequate 
patronage to Buddhist institutions 
and activities. ’ 

This house wishes to express its 
deep concern at the perpetration 
of discrimination against Buddhists 
in matters pertaining to the seeking 
of employment. 
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The Samadhi Buddha statue at Anuradhapura, Ceylon, which is said to be deteriorating from the effects 
of sun and rain. A proposal has teen made to protect it with a canopy but this-proposal has been received with 


mixed feelings, some approving it and others disapproving it on aesthetic grounds. Premier Nehru of India 
referring to this statue in his Autobiography said : “A friend of mine sent ‘me a picture of the statue and I 
kept it on my little table in my cell (Dehra Dun gaol). It became a precious companion for me and the strong 
calm features of the Buddha’s statue soothed me and gave me strength and helped me to overcome many a period 
of depression.”” Ouspensky. the great Russian thinker wrote in his A New Model of the Universe : “ All Bud- 
dhism was in this face.’ The German philosopher Hermman Keyserling, in. his Travel Diary of a Philosopher 
says : “I know nothing more grand in this world than this "gure of the Buddha: it is an absolutely perfect 
embodiment of spirituality in the visible domain.” : ar 
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Buddhism as the State Religion 
in Burma is 


THE Central Executive Committee 

of the Organisation to Establish 
Buddhism as the State Re‘igion in 
Burma, which keeps clear of party 
politics, adopted this statement but 
decided that it should be issued 
only after the genera! election, 
which was held in March. 

The Organisation was founded on 
July 19, 1959, as the first national 
organisation with the sole and 
clear-cut ‘object of making Bud- 
dhism the State Religion of Burma. 


This issue has not only provoked deep 
interest of the venerable Sangha, the lay 
public and the main political parties of 
Burma, but has also aroused repurcussions 
in foreign countries. Thus, it is evident 
that the issue of Buddhism as the State 
Religion has become one of general interest 
and importance. 

To secure Buddhism as the State Religion 
it is necessary to amend by a few words 
the Constitution of the Union of Burma. 
The amended section will read : 

The State recognising the special position 
of Buddhism as the faith professed by the 
great majority of the citizens of the Union, 
““ declares Buddhism the State Religion.” 

When .Buddhism becomes the State 
Religion a _ satisfactory answer to the 
following questions will be needed. 

Will it cause other religions to suffer ? 

Will the aid given to other religions 
cease ? 

Shall the President, Prime Minister and 
other Ministers be necessarily Buddhist ? 

Shall seats in Parliament be offered to 
the Sangha ? 

Shall the citizens be required to live in 
accordance with the tenets of Buddhism ? 

Will Buddhism become a compulsory 
subject ? 

Is it now opportune to introduce what 
Bogyoke Aung San had held in abeyance ? 

Will it adversely affect the Socialist 
economic system ? 

Willit be contrary to Science ? 

Will it have an adverse effect on foreign 
relations ? 


WILL SOLVE PROBLEMS 


The Organisation to Establish Bud- 
dhism as the State Religion solemnly 
declares that it willsolve these problems. 

Because it is not necessary to delete or 
alter the clauses contained in the Constitu- 
tion with regard to rights relating to reli- 
gion. No religion will have to suffer. The 
relevant clauses are : 

The State also recognizes Islam, Christ- 
ianity, Hinduism and Animism as some 
of the religions existing in the Union at the 
date of the coming into operation of this 
Constitution. 

The State shall not impose any dis- 
abilities or make any discrimination on 
the ground of religious faith or belief. 

The principle of rendering aid to other 
religions will not cease as meéfta. (bene- 
volence) is the fundamental basis of Bud- 
dhism. 

The question whether the President, 
Prime Minister and Ministers shall ~ be 
Buddhist are to be decided in accordance 
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with the Constitution and the principle 
of Democracy. . ; 

As the venerable Sangha live in com- 
pliance with the disciplinary rules of 
conduct of the Sangha, it is not even neces- 
sary to consider whether they should be 
offered seats in a lay Parliament. 

Buddhist citizens will certainly be 
expected to live in accordance with the 
tenets of Buddhism. Citizens of other 
religions will similarly be expected to live 
in accordance with their own religions. 

Buddhism will become a compulsory 
subject for Buddhist students. 

The State Religion issue was held in 
abeyance by Bogyoke Aung San because 
Independence was then the predominant 
issue. With the appearance of Dhamman- 
tarayas (dangers to religion), the falling off 
in morals and the disappearance of na- 
tional culture, it is now time to take up the 
issue. 

The Socialist economic system is in no 
way relevant to the issue of Buddhism as 
the State Religion. 

The progress that has been achieved in 
the fields of science has not reached the 
truths of the rational teachings of the 
Buddha. As progress in science will only 
reveal the truths of the Buddhist principles, 
Buddhism will not be contrary to science. 

With the adoption of Buddhism as the 
State Religion, foreign relations will not 
only be more cordial but World Peace can 
be maintained. 


BUDDHIST COUNTRY 


It had been mentioned by some that 
because Burma is in fact a Buddhist 
country, it is not necessary for Buddhism 
to be declared the State Religion. This 
Organisation, however, firmly believes 
that it is because Burma is a Buddhist 
country that it is necessary to acknowledge 
the fact that Buddhism shall be the State 
Religion. For example, it is a fact that 
homage is paid to Buddha images, but 
confidence and esteem is increased and 
enthusiasm to live in accordance with the 
Teaching grows a thousandfold only when 
he image is duly consecrated. 

Similarly, confidence and esteem is 
increased only when the de facto President, 
Prime Minister and Ministers take their 
oaths of office to become de jure etc., etc. 

It is an undenied fact that not only have 
the morals and cultures emanating from 
Buddhism degenerated from day to day 
but Dhammantarayas (dangers to religion) 
had also increased since the dethroning 
of King Thibaw, the last Buddhist mo- 
narch. Buddhism had lost the status of 
a State Religion. 

When this lack has been remedied, the 
mere acknowledgement and glory of the 
status will increase the fervour and zeal of 
Buddhists who form the great majority of 
the citizens of the Union of Burma. morals 
and culture will correspondingly improve 
and progress and enthusiam will be so 
great that Dhammantarayas will be resis- 
ted with their very lives. 

Some have also stated that we should 
take the bitter lessons learnt by foreign 
nations and follow their example by giving 
up the idea of a State Religion. To follow 
the example of foreign nations is but a 
sign of weakening national consciousness. 
Besides, the example is not at al] relevant. 


It is, perhaps, possible that in those 
foreign countries their State Religion had 
been discriminatory and had imposed 
disabilities ‘towards followers of other 
religions. This would certainly not occur 
because Buddhism does not curtail the 
rights of other religions. On the other 
hand, the enactment of Buddhism as the 
State Religion will initself make the Union 
of Burma an examplary State to other 
nations. 


RACIAL CONFLICTS 


Again, a statement had been made that 
racial conflicts would arise with the enact- 
ment of Buddhism as the State Religion. 
As it has been clarified earlier, metta is 
the fundamental basis of Buddhism, and 
because of this noble characteristic there is 
really no cause for apprehension that the 
rights of other religions will be intefered 
with in any way. 

At the same time, race is not a barrier 
in Buddhism. There can thus be no reli- 
gious or racial conflicts because of the 
enactment . The section of the Constitution 
which is relevant is : 

The abuse of religion for political pur- 
poses is forbidden ; and any act which is 
intended or is likely to promote feelings 
of hatred, enmity or discord between racial 
or religious communities or sects is contrary 
to this Constitution and may be made 
punishable by law. 

With metta, the Organisation, therefore, 
appeals to all political parties that just as 
much as religion should not be abused for 
political purposes, they will not, for the 
same purpose create racial conflicts. 

None can deny that Buddhists, the 
majority of the citizens of the Union of 
Burma, will be more cultured and better 
charactered when Buddhism becomes the 
State Religion. With the enactment of 
Buddhism as the State Religion it is 
absolutely certain that other religions will 
also endeavour to improve the religious life 
of their followers. ; 

It is the basis of all religions to exhort 
what is good and to forbid what is evil, 
and as such a peaceful and prosperous 
Union of Burma will emerge. 


PEACE AND PROSPERITY 


Buddhism is not a_ religion which 
strengthens itself by persecuting others. 
Because it has mefta as its basis, it can 
establish in strength, the principles of 
Justice, Liberty and Equality and peace and 
prosperity to all beings for all times. For 
these most noble qualities this Organisation 
is Sincerely confident that followers of 
other religions will give their unstinted 
support. : 

This Organisation together with the 
venerable Sayadaws and _ the citizens 
ardently believe that political parties will 
look beyond the narrow limits of party 
ambitions, for the good and welfare of 
the Nation, culture and religion and give 
their full support to the sole and clear-cut 
noble object of the Organisation which 
keeps strictly aloof from party politics 
and-the general elections. 

The enactment of Buddhism as the 
State Religion must be an example to the 
world. : 

No rights, of other religions will be 
infringed by the enactment of Buddhism 
as the State Religion. 

The achievement of Buddhism as the 
State Religion must succeed with the 
strength of mefta. : 

May the Buddha Sasana ever shine 
bright. 
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Two Ordained as Zen 
Monks in California 


(From a Correspondent in U.S.A.) 


DURING Vesak Week, Mr. Ed- 

ward Woods, a Buddhist of long 
standing and Mr. Richard Chris- 
tiansen a convert from Mormanism, 
were ordained as monks of the 
Middlebar Monastery in California, 
U.S.A. 

After their acceptance by the 
senior monk, the Reverend Mac 
Donough, founder of the Monastery, 
robed them and ordained them as 
Zen monks. 

Following the simple ceremony 
before the shrine of the Zen Bud- 
dhist Temple in Stockton. they 
were taken to the Middlebar Monas- 
tery located in the foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains to begin 
their lives as Buddhist monks. 

The Monastery, sponsored by the 
Stockton Temple, is currently under- 
going extensive remodelling to ac- 
commodate a larger number of 
monks and soon, retreatants. 


FIRST MONASTERY 


Considerable interest is being 
shown by Buddhists in the United 
States ard all over the world in 
this, which is believed to be the 
first Buddhist monastery in North 
America. 

The Reverend MacDonough is 
gratified to learn of so many who 
recognize the need of a Buddhist 
Center in the United States, were 
one may come in for as long as he 
wants, to live and study and learn 
the discipline and experience, the 
peace and oneness found in a 
monastery dedicated to the memory 
of the Buddha Gotama. 

There is a great need for the 
continued compassionate thoughts 
of all Buddhists to help in furthering 
the work of the monks inexpanding 
the facilities of this monastery so 
that no deserving Buddhist need 
be turned away. 

The monastery is dedicated to 
serving all, regardless of sect. It is 
hoped the day will soon come when 
the monks there will be able to 
welcome and accomuwiodate the bhik- 
khus of Theravada. We hope that by 
the monks supplying the needs of 
those followers of the Patimokkha 
they may enable Americans to 
benefit from the wearers of the 
Yellow Robe. 
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June Activities at London 
Vihara 


N June 5th, the Lama Govinda spoke 

of the “Tibetan Book of the Dead,” at 
the London Vihara. In Buddhism, he said, 
there was nothing called death, but a 
continuity of life; life that was not un- 
changing and which flowed like a river. 
In ordinary life a child looked different 
from an old man, yet there was ‘ some- 
thing’ that remained. Buddhism saw 
change in true perspective ; it was part 
of ourselves. 

On Sunday the 12th, Mrs. Ruth Walshe 
struck rather a novel note when she spoke 
on some “ Attitudes to Life.” Taking six 
people of her aquaintance, all different, 
intellectually. and socially with varying 
backgrounds, she applied the Buddha’s 
teaching to her characters describing each 


one according to the three bad roots — , 


lobha, dosa and moha. 

“* What attitude to life should we have?” 
she asked. “None. We should live in 
the now and not on memories of the past 
nor on speculation for the future.” 

On Sunday the 19th, Miss Marion 
Ayers gave a talk on “‘ Enlightened Mind ”’ 
and said that in the physics laboratory 
scientists were coming up against things 
unknown. Man had come to realize that 
there was something more. Some of us 
felt quite sure that there were many levels 
of consciousness. 

On Sunday, June 26, the Ven. H. Ratana- 
sara gave a Sermon entitled ‘‘ The Signi- 
ficance of Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato 
Samma Sambuddhassa. 

Real Buddhism began with the obser- 
vance of sila, followed by meditation 
which finally led to wisdom, he said. 


ANOTHER BUDDHIST SOCIETY 


We are very happy to announce the 
birth of another Buddhist Society in Great 
Britain — the East Sussex Buddhist Society 
at 176, Bohemia Road, St. Leonards-on- 
Sea, Sussex, England. In a letter to the 
Ven. Saddhatissa Mahathera of the Vihara, 
Mr. R. A. Walker, the President writes: 

“We are a recently formed Society of 
Buddhists and seekers after the Truth who 
have joined together for the purpose of 
spreading the Dhamma. Being more or 
less in our infancy, we naturally seek the 
best type of teachers that we can get, to 
assure our healthy growth and help our 
Society to expand. We need hardly say 
that this Society will always welcome 
anybody from the London Buddhist 
Vihara, and will always listen to any 
advice that you might, from time to time 
deem fit to give us for the benefit of our 
Society.”’ 

In a second letter Mr. Walker states: 
“When I inserted my initial advertisement 
in the local paper announcing the forma- 
tion of a Buddhist Society in the area for 
the interest of anybody that would like to 
know more about the Ethics, Philosophy 
and Psychology of the Buddhist Religion it 
drew comment in ‘the following week’s 
newspaper. I was not slow in the ans- 
wer.” 

On Thursday the 2nd, the Ven. H. 
Ratanasara gave a talk on Buddhism for 
the “ Fifteen Society” at Ruskin School, 
Upper Shirley Road, Croydon, when he 
answered numerous questions raised by 
the boys. 
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Besides the other activities at the Vihara 
the Ven. Saddhatissa was kept busy during 
the month, by giving lectures outside 
London. 

On Saturday, the 4th the Ven. Saddha- 
tissa visited the Buddhist Group led by 
Mr. Ronald Fussell (Vice-President of 
the Buddhist Society, London) at Tun- 
bridge Wells, Kent. As the members are 
advanced in the study of the Dhamma, the 
Mahathera gave a talk on the Ahidhamma, 
the subject being, “The Root-cause of 
Kamma.”’ At the special request of the 
sree the Mahathera also performed 

‘* paritta ’’ ceremony after the Theravada 
Buddhist tradition. 

In the course of a speech entitled “ The 
Message of Buddhism’ given by the 
Ven. Saddhatissa on Sunday, the 12th at 
the Unitarian Church, Hamond Hill, 
Chatham Kent, he said: “ Religion is 
comparatively insignificant; for the most 
important thing is humanity. We-have 
religion as a means for elevating humanity 
but unless we live according to its teaching, 
cultivating love and peace we mar our 
unity and cultivate hatred instead. In 
that case I do not see the good of any 
religion for the well-being of the world.” 

The Mahathera took part in their prayer 
meeting and said that some _ passages 
from the Buddhist Scriptures had been 
included in their Prayer book. 

The “ pansukula’’ ceremony was con- 
ducted by the Ven. Saddhatissa'’on Monday, 
the 13th, for Mr. Clifford E. Hanleon, 
age 68, an English Buddhist who passed 
away in London. 

On Thursday the 16th the Ven. Saddha- 
tissa gave another talk on Buddhism at 
‘the Wimbledon High School, London, 
'S.W. 19 where he spoke some time ago. 
The Mahathera has received the following 
letter from Miss Margaret W. Hunt who 
arranged the talk. “It was very kind of 
you to come to us on Thursday. We ail 
enjoyed and benefited from your talk. 
It is so good for the girls to hear about 
““ genuine Buddhism and to have their 
strange ideas dispcléd. Thank you very 
much for all your help. We hope you will 
visit us again before long.” 

On Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th 
respectively the Ven. Saddhatissa paid his 
usual visit to the Buddhist Society of 
Manchester where he gave two talks on 
meditation. 

On Monday 27th the Ven. Ratanasara 
gave a talk on the “ Buddhist Theory of 
Knowledge’ at the Theosophical Society, 
Wimbledon. 

The Ven. Dr. D. Pannasara of Vidycdaya 
University, Colombo, > who arrived in 
London last month suffering from nervous 
debility, stayed at the Vihara until he was 
admitted to King’s College Hospital. He 
is responding very well to the treatment 
prescribed by the doctors. 

The Ven. Amritananda of Nepal during 
his tour of Eurepe;~stayed at the Vihara 
from June 22 to July Ist. < 

The Ven. Savadaw U. “Thitttla and. the 
Ven. U. Silananda of Burma arrived here 
on Jun? 30 after giving lectures in Sweden 
and Denmark. On the same evening of 
his arrival, he gave an instructive talk on 
meditation at the Vihara which was well 
attended. These reyered Theras wili leave 


for Germany on a month's lecture tou! 
at the invitation of the German Federa 
Government. Both the Theras are accom- 
panied by the Chief Justice of Burma, 
U. Chan Htoon, President of the World 
Feilowship of Buddhists. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


The Golden Lotus : Vol. 17, No. 2, March 
1960. 537, Arubutus Road, Phila- 
delphia 19, Pa, U.S.A. 

The China Buddhist: 140, Nan Chang 
Road, Section 2, Taipei, Taiwan. 


The Hai Ch’ao Ying NORE: Taipei, 
Taiwan. 
Bosat : Vol. 24, No. itang 1960. 65p, 


Training School Road, Havelock 
Town, Colombo 3, Ceylon. 

Bodhedrum : No. 89, April 1960. 30 Ho- 
Ping Street, Taichung, Taiwan. 

The Middle Way : Journal of the Buddhist 
Society. Vol. 34, No. 1, May 1960, 
58; Eccleston Square, London S.W. 1, 
England. Price 2sh. 6d. 

Free World: Vol. 9, No. 3, Free Asia 

’ Press, Manila, Philippines. 

The Buddhist : Organ of the Colombo 
Young Men’s Buddhist Association. 
Vol. 31, No. 2. June, 1960. and Vol. 
31, No. 3. July 1960. Co:ombo Y.M. 

. B.A., Borella, Colombo, Ceylon. 

Right View : Mahabodhi ASoka Mission, 
Mayo Link Road, Ajmer, Indie. 

Sunya: No. 11, December, 1959. Djl 
Rangkah, VI/74, Surabaja. Indonesia. 

The Light of Buddha : Voi.5, No. 5, May 
1960. Burma Buddhist Society, 
Mandalay, Burma. 

The Thondu : No. 10, May 1960. Thillai 
Nagar, Tiruchirapaili 3, South India. 

Zen Notes: .Vol. 7, No. 3, March 1960. 
The First Zen* Institute of America, 
156, Waverly Place, New York 14, 


USA. 
Informations Bouddhistes : Vol. 5, No. 21, 
February, 1960. 99, Chaussee de 


Charleroi, Brussels, Belgium. 

Tri Budaja : No. 76, May 1960 and No. 77, 
June 1960. Gabungan Sam Kauw, 
Djakarta, Indonesia. \- 

The Hawaii Buddhism: No. 428, May 
1960. Jodo Mission of Hawaii, 1429, 
Makiki Street, Honolulu 14, Hawaii. 

Dharmachakra : Vol. 12, No. 9, April 1960. 
Sugata Nidhana, 15th Road, Plot 
No. 463, Khar, Bombay 21, India. 

Dhammantaraya : (Buddhism in Danger). 
English translation of a _ booklet 
published jointly by the Ministry of 
Information and the Ministry of 
Defence, Union of Burma, Rangoon, 


Burma, 
Dbarmaduta : June 1960. iarmadars 
Sabha, 4, . Ramhidas. Jetia Lane, 


Calcutta. qe Indias. ° 4 
Jyoti : Jamalpur Road; Hajibibi’s Tekara, 
Ahmedabad 1, Gujerat State, India. 
Zen Comes West: by Christmas Humph- 
reys. George. Allen and Unwin, Rus- 
kin House, 40, Museum Street, Lon- 
don W g 1 England. 21sh. 


The Prime. Minister of Ceylon has 
approved the grant of — distinguished 
citizenship to the Ven. Vimalananda Thera 
who is by origin a Nepali and was ordained 
in Colombo in 1945. He is.at present at 


“the Vajirarama temple in Colombo. 
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HOCKEY BOOTS 


CHILDREN'S 
Size 92 Rs. 4.90 


GENTS’ 
Size 3—9 Rs. 6.90 


| GIRLS’ SCHOOL UNIFORM CONTEST 


Pes Contest is open to all girls of any age either at school, working or otherwise engaged. 
The purpose of the Competition is to design a practical uniform in keeping with the 
climate and adapted to suit our culture and background. 


Any number of entries may be submitted by a person provided each entry is accom- 
panied by a Fifty Cent Stamp or Postal Order. All such Entry Fees received will be donated to 
The Home for the Aged, Moratuwa. 


Designs submitted must be drawn on one side of a quarto sized blank paper in Indian 
Ink with the full name and address of the competitor on the other side. All entries must be sent 
by post direct to The Secretary, Lanka Weaving Mills Ltd., Velona, Moratuwa. FESS 


A Cup will be awarded to the competitor whose entry is adjudged the best by a panel of 
judges comprising Principals of Girls’ Schools and others. The decision of the Judges will be final. 


All designs submitted will be the property of Lanka Weaving Mills -Ltd.,° Velona, 
Moratuwa, who shall be free to use such designs as they wish, when necessary. 


Details in regard to the closing date of the Competition, panel of judges, etc., will be 
published from time to time in the women’s page conducted by ‘Mano’ of the ‘‘ Ceylon 
Observer’, published on Wednesday evenings. 


This competition is being sponsored by Lanka Weaving Mills Ltd., Velona, Moratuwa, 
whose decision shall be final and binding in regard to any matter not covered in this notice. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


BUDDHIST INFLUENCE ON 
CHINA 


BUDDHISM IN CHINESE 
HISTORY: by Arthur F. 
Wright. Stanford University 
Press, Stanford, California, 
USS.A. $ 3.75. 

THis book is primarily con- 
cerned with certain aspects of 


Buddhism in China. Ina series of six | 


excellent lectures presented at the 
University of Chicago, the author 
analyses and interprets the his- 
torical facts of how this age-long 
religion entered, developed, flour- 
ished, and influenced China during 
numerous social, cultural, economi- 
cal, political changes. Despite these 
historical changes, Buddhism still 
remains as a religious faith in 
China today. 

Buddhism was introduced into 
China around 65 A.C. It was at 
that time that Emperor Ming Ti of 
the East Han Dynasty dispatched 
18 envoys to the western neighbor- 
ing countries to promote a study 
in Buddhism. After-six years, they 
returned to China with two Buddhist 
monks, and a dossier of the Hinayana 
sutras and some statues of the Bud- 
dha. 

The Emperor then built for them 
the first Buddhist temple in China, 
known as the Pai Ma Ssu (White 
Horse Temple) in Loyang, Honan 
Province, for the 
brought in on a white horse. Some 
70 years later, two other monks also 


brought Mahayana Buddhism to 
China. 
Buddhism influenced Chinese 


history and culture beyond calcula- 
tion during the last 20 centuries. 
Many Buddhist sutras were trans- 
lated into the Chinese language 
during the 700 years following the 
Han Dynasty. The translation of 
Buddhist scriptures also underwent 
an upswing as years rolled by. 

It is said that Buddhism reached its 
peak in the splendid civilization of 
the flourishing Tang period. In the 
Tang Dynasty, many monks and 
prominent scholars participated in 
the translation work. ‘Thus the 
completed texts of Buddhist classics 
were rendered in much better form 


than those found in the preceding f \ . 
; f ‘ § "conditions. Mind is chief; and they are 


dynasty. ° 
During the Tang Dynasty, it was 

estimated that 200 monks took part 

in translating Buddhist canons and 
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“By 520 Ac. 


sutras were. 


literature. There were renditions 
into Chinese of Hinayana and the 
Mahayana sutras as well as the 
triple canons of Buddhism and 
numerous commentaries. At least 
300 to 400 Buddhist treaties were 
composed by Chinese monks and 
scholars. 

it ons 


interesting to note that 


‘Buddhist influence on the fine arts 


was also remarkable. At the end of 
the Sth century, Buddhist icons 
chiseled out of stone became so 
popular that they greatly influenced 
the development of fine arts in 
China. This may be regarded as 
an important contribution of Bud- 
dhism to Chinese civilization. 

As a religion, Buddhism pene- 
traied deeply into the minds of 
both Chinese literati and common 
people. Between the 4th and 7th 
centuries, ten schools of Buddhism 
were set up in China. Each of these 
schools had its own way of train- 
ing disciples in its doctrinal sutras. 
there were about 
2,000,000 monks who were min- 
istering to millions of believers. 
This number of 2,000,0C0 was 
raised to 5,000,000 in the la‘e Ching 
(Manchu) Dynasty. 

Buddhism in China continued to 
flourish through the centuries, 
though events changed the imperial 
nation into a republic in 1911. It 
was not until the Chinese Com- 
munists occupied the Chinese main- 
land that the flourishing Buddhism 
sustained a deadly blow. Since the 
Communist occupation of the Chi- 
nese mainland in 1949, Buddhist 
temples were desecrated, monks 
and nuns were forced to secularize, 
and freedom of religion was totally 
rooted out. ‘‘ Buddhism today on 
the mainland is but a ghost of its 
former lustrous self.” 

Above all, this book offers a key 
to better ‘“‘ understand the life, the 
culture, and the character of a 
great. people.” . Thus the author 
concludes his scholarly book. 


‘William C, Lee, 


Mind is the foreiunner of (all good) 


mind-mad2. If, with. a pure mind, one 
speaks or acts, then happiness follows even 
as the shadow that never leaves, 


THE NEW KING OF 
in- 


LAOS 

A NEW monarch rules the 

dependent Buddhist kingdom 
of Laos. The new king — His 
Majesty Sri Savang Vatthana — 
recently succeeded to the throne 
at Luang Prabang, the royal capital 
of Laos, on the death of his father, 
King Sisavang Vong. 

Unassuming, affable and a dedi- 
cated student of world affairs, the 
present monarch of Laos is a 
graduate of Ecole Libre des Sciences 
Politiques of Paris, once France’s 
school for diplomats. He has 
visited many countries in Asia and 
elesev here to further the cause of 
international understanding. 

As Crown Prince, Sri Savang 
Vatthana made official visits to 
India, the United States of America, 
Thailand, Singapore and _ other 
countries. As the Regent, he was at 
the helm of the Ship of State of his 
tiny kingdom — the 75th member of 
the United Nations. 

King Sri Savang Vatthana’s com- 
mitment to the ideal of liberty is 
deeply roused. He represented his 
ailing father as the first Ambassador 
for Laos in the United States in 1955. 

He has often shown his affinity 
to the ideals of peace and liberty. 
During a ten-day visit to India in 
1955, the Crown Prince sought to 
“* consolidate the bonds of common 
civilisation between the two coun- 
triese: 

The investiture ceremony of 
Crown Prince Sri Savang Vatthana 
as Regent of Laos in August 1959 
was heartily endorsed throughout 
the world. 

On his proclamation as King of 
Laos, Sri Savang Vatthana announc- 
ed that his reign would be named 
Setha Khatya meaning Happiness 
and Prosperity. 

The two million people of Laos — 
the kingdom of a million elephants 
—consider this announcement the 
pledge of an incorruptible leader 
whom they have deeply respected 
for many years. 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 


-This periodical, now in its sixteenth year, 


is published in the United States of 
America. It is dedicated ‘to those who 
seek The Way,’’ to Buddhism and to 
Eastern Philosophy. 

Sample copies on request. 
Subscription Sh. 2.50 per annum, ten 
numbers and index, 

THE GOLDEN LOTUS 
537, Arbutus Street, 
Philadelphia, 19, Pa, 

U.S.A. 
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Money cannot byy 
Hanniness.... 


LJere's the reason why Sa 


anuae for happiness arises out of contentment and 
peace of mind, and what are these but the 
natural consequence of an untroubled present 
sustained by a bright and secure future. 


Your happiness is the happiness of your family. 
Their future is your responsibility. And _ there 
is no better way of insuring that their future 
is secure and well-provided for than by insurance. 


There is a policy for every family require- 
ment insurance of every kind for every mem- 
ber of the family for education, for higher 
qualifications, for marriage and for the home. 
Make yours a happy family with well-planned 
insurance. Money cannot buy happiness, but 
good insurance certainly’ can. And good insu- 
rance is CEYLON INSURANCE. 


LIFE, FIRE, MOTOR, MARINE 
& GENERAL ACCIDENT. 


CEYLON INSURANCE CO., LTD. 


69, QUEEN’S STREET, COLOMBO. 
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| 


| 5 PINTS 


OF FRESH 


CREAMY MILK 


out of a single 
2% Ib.TIN... 


| Fora free recipe folder write to: 
| Nest e’s Products (Ceylon) Ltd., 
| (Dept. NS) P.O. Box 189, Colombo. 


| ip ) 


NESPRAY 


6 SE) 
NESTLE 
iy 

FULL CREAM 

PoWpERED Milf 
4 . SHED witH viTAMINS pai i 
PRD atk ¢, rwan 20% 


| 
S yy 


VK CONTAINING MOT LESS 
x w 
tr WEIGHT 1LB (454 GR 


Pp uta 
PPaney IN austRA 


AS NESTLE PRODUCT 
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Essential to those 
who lead an active life 


00.5 1) Ch ER ee z= 


Success on the sports field demands an adequate diet - in 
other words, a diet based on the strength and energy 
giving properties of milk. A “gift for games” is not 
enough - the sportsman 
needs a healthy body, 
swift to respond to the 
demands of energetic 
exercise, a body 
nourished by FRESH 
WHOLESOME MILK. 


25 CENTS _ 
PER HALF PINT. 


ee et er 


DRINK MORE MILK 


DONT SETTLE 


FOR A SUBSTITUTE 
Drink MILK BOARB 
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LA TEX FOAM ® WASHABLE ® DURABLE 


RUBBER MATTRESSES: @ CHEAPER ®@HEALTHIER 


No other type of Mattress can give you 
such comfortable restful sleep as one of 


Latex Foam. Moulded in full size 6’.3 


It means easier bed-making, too. x3 Ok 2 ee con 


You owe it to yourself to have this sheer with’ strong Clovl cover 10E 
luxury in your home. only Rs. 150/-. 


MADE OF PURE CEYLON RUBBER BY: 
RICHARD PIERIS & CO., LTD. 


HYDE PARK CORNER, COLOMBO. TELEPHONE. 6277 
eee i RP 910 
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In the finest tradition . 


TELEFUNKEN 


HYMNUS_ HI - Fl - STEREO 


This great new radicgram brings ultimate depth 


and realism to music, the world will never forget. 


The Hymnus is available in dark high gloss finish, 
or light, matt finish walnut. 

Swing-out side speakers, dual channel amplifier, 

6 Special speakers, 

10 record stereo record changer with ceramic cartridge, 
Special radio chassis with MW and 5 SW wavebands, 
14 W push-pull output stage. 


Sole Agents Gc W. E 


Available at 


C.W.E. RADIO DEPT. 


§5, Main Street, Pettah, 
21, Prince Street, Fort, 


Hire purchase terms available 


REMEMBER; THE BRINGS YOU TOP QUALITY AND VALUE, 


CAS/CWE/TR/212 


Anytime - everytime 


Any time is tea time anywhere in the world, but — 
specially in Ceylon, and everybody itkes a good biscuit , 
to go with the tea. And when that biscuit is 
a Maliban, tea-time for the family becomes a joy. 


When guests come to tea they'll welcome 
Maliban Biscuits with tea, for Malibans are 
oven-fresh. You can serve them within days 
of their production, and that’s an advantage 
they haye over all other biscuits. You can 
get therm at any tire, everywhere from all 
leading stores in the country and they 

are always fresh. 


BISCUITS 


THEY'RE BETTER, BECAUSE THEY'RE FRESHER 


